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SECOTIUM HIMALAICUM SP. NOV. FROM NEPAL—A FOLKLORE 
CONCERNING THE FOOD OF ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN 


ZANG Mu! Yoshimichi DO 
('Cryptogamic Herbarium, Kuming Institute o. f Botany, Chinese Academy o f Sciences, Kunming 650204) 
CThe Mycological Herbarium, National Science Museum, Tokyo 160, JAPAN) 


Abstract While examining herbarium material kept in the Mycological Herbarium, National Sci- 
ence Museum, Tokyo, Japan (TNS) and recent field collection. One new taxon Secotium 
himalaicum Zang et Doi was collected from elliptical, subfusiform, thick-walled, hyaline 
basidiospores (14.3—19.5 x 6—7.5 um) and lamellar gleba, the gleba is cellular, but as maturity is 
approached the elongate cavities and assumes the gill appearance. It is close to Secotium 
agaricoides. (Czerniaiev) Hollos, but differs in the much larger size of the basidiospores, the latter 
about the size of spores is smaller, only 5—9 um diameter. 

The new taxon, on such dry specimens is a kind of food of Abominable snowman that has 
strengthened been credulity by the legends current among the Tibetan people and the Sherpa na- 

tives. Abominable snowman (Mi-te of Chinese Tibetan; Yeti of Sherpa natives, Nepal) is a myth- 

ical monster supposed to inhabit the Himalayas at about the high level of the snowline. 

Several specimens of hair allegged to have come form Abominable snowman have proved on sci- 

entific examintion to be hairs of bears, antelopes, yaks or other well-knowm animals. However, 

the story of local bogyman is usually take delight in talking about this mythical moster in 

Himalayan moutain areas by people. Although no one has ever seen an Abominable snowman, 


yet the fungus it may be is an edible one. 
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IKIEL Secotium Kunze, M 1840 EELK, tT CAE BN A A TE UO, X ERU 
MAMTA REE, ASOT aR A Rh OO, BERI B Add dria 
KOO; HEB ORR RUMAH, fU TED SA MRK, MABSWRBA, fe 
HEERES SHRUG R HED, FRE, BESHE ARARE, AMES PREDSA 
Rae IL, AIR. RAR REA ASR” (Mi-te), BRERA A” CYetO, Rik 
KATE AB, HE PRE, EEE RERE, SHARRASALERORE H. MRSE 
RMT, EF, PERK HHHER'?, ERA RRAMRMKA, RAB, WKH 
(14.3—19.5 x6—7.5um) AVE Fete, HSA A, Bor. i 
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Secotium himalaicum Zang et Doi, sp. nov. (fig. 1 2 1—4) 

` Fructificationes stipitatae; pileo circa 2.5—3 cm alto, 2— 2.5 cm crasso, subgloboso, inferne a stipite 
inseparabili; superficie laevi, glabra, viscida, allba, fulvo—alba vel eburnea, siccitate obscuriore. Stipite 1— 
1.5 cm longo, 0.5—0.8 mm crasso, sursum crasso inferne tenuicri, solido vel farcto, superficie siccitate alba, 
fulvo-alba, interne obscuriore. Sursum in columellam tenuem percurrentem truncate. Peridio circa 650— 
700 um crasso, 500—650 um longo, strato hyalino prosenchymatico gelatinoso composito. Gleba alba dein 
sordida. Locellis grandis, plenumque e columella radiantibus. Tramae irregulariter laminares divergenes. 
Basidia clavata, 20—28 x 9— 10.5 um, 2—4 sporigera. Basidiosporae 14.3—19.5 x 6—7.5 um, ellipsoideae 
vel subfusoideae, leves, flavescohyalinae. 

Habitat: In montibus altis Nepalia, praesertim prope rivulos "Dhudukhosi" 5 II. 1960. Coll. Teizo 
Ogawa 1.Typus in TNS). 
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^ Fig. 1. Sectium himalaicum Zang et Doi, sp. nov. 


1. Basidiocarps; 2. Longitudinal section of basidiocarp; 3. Basidiospores; 4. Basidia and basidiospores. 


FSH VER TA. PAH 2.5—3 cm, Bd 2—2.5cm. LAB, RRR, SPACES, 
KE, HHH HS, AG, ABAAG, RTA TH APR. HR 1—1.5cm, f 0.5—0.8 cm, 
Lin pA, Rb, AMSARKAA MCA, RHTHRAS, RMA, AMERBHR, BHM 
ERP ah, Wa ee. BER 500—650 um, B8 560—700 um. HHH, HRARRAAR. P 
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faHl SUE EE, ED EIS, WEA, EK, XEXEBRIJADEDROXGDASCOH. AMSA HR, 
ANAT IC, TÆER, 20—28 x9—10.5 um, A 2—4 RF. HF 14.3—19.5x6—7.5 um, Ws 
IDE SUEDE, XC, IRR, WEA. 

AES: BHR: BORER LWA, Jf Dhudukhosi ji], 5.111960. Teizo Ogawa 1. (ist, INS). 
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